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One of my most interesting poems by Maya Angelou, a famous poet, and a rights activist, is Equality (Isti'anah 85). Some of the themes that come out clearly from this poem include racism, equality, and discrimination. Maya believed in an equal and free society, and therefore she wrote this poem to encourage people, especially the African-Americans, to move forward with their quest for equality. Racism, as well as discrimination, is among the most common unethical practice that continues to affect our society. Racism and discrimination are inhuman practices because they lead to the exploitation of people, especially minority individuals, and this increases their suffering. 
Through the poem Equality, I think Maya anticipated living in a society free of racism and where equality is highly embraced. Through this poem, it is also evident that racism and discrimination are prevalent, and equality is never practiced. The mood of the poem may indicate that the author has been subjected to racism and discrimination. I believe the author uses 'I' to represent people of the African-American racial group and 'you' to represent the white population. Maya uses the metaphor "You declare you see me dimly, through a glass which will not shine," to show that the white population pretends to see the minority racial group, but this minority population is not essentially seen wholly (Isti'anah 86). I interpret this metaphor as a pretense by the white population to be seeing the suffering of the African-American population, but in reality, this majority population is less concerned about the well-being of the minority population. However, Maya encourages the minority population not to give in to racism and discrimination since one day they will be free, and equality will prevail. 
Additionally, the speaker anticipated demonstrating how her community has suffered historically. As the poem progresses, the speaker switches from using the word "I" to "we." For example, the speaker states that "We have lived a painful history, we know the shameful past" (Isti'anah 87). These lines indicate that the speaker and her community have been previously subjected to suffering, maybe through racism and discrimination. The speaker is also one of the current generations of many people who have been persecuted and all who longed for equality. I can also interpret these lines that the themes of discrimination and suffering among the African-American population have a long history and are yet to be resolved. However, the speaker keeps on encouraging her community members to keep moving forward and fighting for one day, they will achieve equality. The speaker also informs her oppressors that they will always come last, and this shows that the speaker is anticipating some light at the end of the tunnel. 
Besides, the speaker is pointing figures to the society members for turning a blind eye to the injustices they have created. This is reaffirmed by the speaker when she states that "Take the blinders from your vision, take the padding from your ears" (Isti'anah 89). This is a metaphor whereby the speaker uses paddings and blinders to refer to individuals who would never acknowledge any truth. The speaker acknowledges that the community members are to blame for the suffering experienced by other community members. Instead of addressing the illnesses in the society, the community members decide to ignore them, thereby causing more suffering to the oppressed. It is so unfortunate that human beings are responsible for the extreme suffering of their fellow human beings, and instead of people taking responsibility for the suffering of their fellow human beings, they have decided to ignore this. 
As the poem comes to an end, I think the speaker re-energizes her quest for equality and sounds a warning that this fight is still on. Notably, the speaker states that "Hear the tempo so compelling, yes, my drums are beating nightly, and the rhythms never change" (Palupi 35). I interpret these words as though the speaker is sending a warning to their oppressors that their tempo and yearning for equality will never change. These statements are also a metaphorical representation of an individual who is not willing to give up on their course. In this case, the speaker and her community are not willing to give up on their quest for equality.
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